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(54) Hydrocarbon sensor 

(57) The present invention relates to a limiting-cur- 
rent type hydrocarbon sensor comprising a solid-elec- 
trolytic layer made of a Ba-Ce-based oxide, and 
provides a sensor capable of stably detecting hydrocar- 
bon at high sensitivity, regardless of the concentration of 
oxygen in an atmosphere. A materia) mainly containing 
Al is used for at least one of two electrodes on the solid- 
electrolytic layer made of a Ba-Ce-based oxide to block 
oxygen at the electrode, i.e. cathode, whereby a hydro- 
carbon sensor being stable, high in sensitivity, compact, 
easy to use and low in cost can be provided. Further- 
more, the other electrode, anode, of the limiting-current 
type hydrocarbon sensor is made of a material mainly 
containing Ag. The limiting-current type hydrocarbon 
sensor comprises a thin sensor-use solid-electrolytic 
layer capable of conducting protons and oxide ions, a 
pair of sensor-use electrodes formed on both sides of 
the solid-electrolytic layer, one electrode on each side, 
and a gas diffusion rate determining layer formed on the 
side of the cathode, one of the pair of electrodes. On the 
sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer on the side of the 
anode, a solid ion pump for transferring oxygen, hydro- 
gen or water vapor is provided between the anode and 
the atmosphere under measurement. 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to a hydrocarbon s 
sensor formed of a solid electrolyte for detecting hydro- 
carbon and for measuring the concentration thereof in 
an atmosphere in the temperature range of about 300°C 
to 800°C. 

10 

PRIOR ART 

[0002] Hydrocarbon sensors can be used to detect 
hydrocarbons in living environments and hydrocarbons 
included in exhaust discharged from vehicle engines, 15 
combustion heaters and catalytic converters, and to 
measure the concentration thereof. In particular, hydro- 
carbon sensors are used as lean-burn controlling sen- 
sors for vehicle engines and combustion apparatuses. 
As a conventional device for measuring or detecting 20 
hydrocarbons, a solid-electrolytic type sensor is known. 
[0003] Since the solid-electrolytic hydrocarbon sensor 
is used in a high-temperature atmosphere, for example, 
in exhaust gas from combustion engines and the like, a 
proton based on an oxide capable of functioning at room 25 
temperature or more is used for the sensor. 
[0004] As the solid-electrolytic sensor, an electromo- 
tive-force type sensor and a limiting-current type sensor 
are known. For these sensors, a Ca-Zr-based oxide 
having a composition of CaZr 0 9 ln 0 .i0 3 _ a has been 30 
developed as an oxide-based proton conductor, and an 
attempt is made to apply the oxide to hydrocarbon sen- 
sors. 

[0005] For example, Proceedings of the 61st Confer- 
ence (1994) pp99 of Electrochemical Society of Japan 35 
by Hibino, Tanaki and Iwahara have disclosed an elec- 
tromotive-force type hydration sensor comprising Pd-Au 
alloyed electrodes as a hydrocarbon sensor formed of a 
Ca-Zr-based oxide electrolyte. 

[0006] Furthermore, Inaba, Takahashi, Saji, Shiooka; 40 
Proceedings of the 21st Conference in 1995 Japan 
Association of Chemical Sensors pp145 have disclosed 
a limiting-current type hydrocarbon sensor having 
porous alumina as a diffusion rate determining layer. 
[0007] However, the Ca-Zr-based oxide used as a 45 
solid electrolyte has a low proton conductivity of about 5 
x 10" 4 S/cm at 600°C. In order to raise the sensitivity of 
the sensor, the operation temperature must be set at a 
high temperature of 700 °C or more in the case of the 
EMF type, or the electrolyte must be lowered in thick- so 
ness to a thin layer in the case of the limiting-current 
type. Otherwise, it is difficult to use the sensor. For 
these reasons, solid- electrolytic materials having higher 
proton conductivity have been demanded. 
[0008] Problems are also caused with respect to the 55 
detection mechanism and structure of the sensor 
formed of the Ca-Zr-based oxide. The EMF-type sensor 
cannot accurately detect hydrocarbons in an atmos- 



phere where no oxygen is present or the concentration 
of oxygen changes significantly, since the sensor uses 
the catalytic function of electrodes. The limiting-current 
type sensor has difficulty in setting the electrolytic volt- 
age of hydrocarbon, although the sensor uses porous 
alumina for its diffusion rate determining layer. 
[0009] Accordingly, the inventors of the present inven- 
tion have proposed a limiting-current type (or constant 
potential electrolytic type) hydrocarbon sensor formed 
of a Ba-Ce-based oxide having high proton conductivity 
(Japanese Patent Publication JP-A9-1 05884). 
[0010] Fig. 19 shows a conventionally typical hydro- 
carbon sensor of limiting current type, which comprises 
a thin solid electrolyte layer 3 having high proton con- 
ductivity, two electrodes, anode 2 and cathode 4, 
attached on the both main surfaces of the solid electro- 
lyte layer 3 and a diffusion rate determining layer formed 
on the side of the anode on the solid electrolytic layer. In 
this case, the diffusion rate determining layer has a sub- 
strate 1 formed a space (i.e., anode chamber 20) over 
the anode 2 and a through hole 61 between the sub- 
strate 1 and the electrolyte layer 3. The through hole 61 
transfers gas components containing hydrocarbon from 
a atmosphere to be measured to the anode chamber 20 
by diffusion when the sensor is disposed in a atmos- 
phere to be measured to determine the hydrocarbon 
therein. In use of such a sensor, current between the 
electrodes, under application of a constant voltage, is 
measured in a process of transferring protons, which 
are dissociated catalytically on the anode from hydro- 
carbon, through the solid electrolyte layer to the cath- 
ode, then obtaining concentration of hydrocarbon in the 
atmosphere. 

[001 1 ] This sensor using Ba-Ce-based oxide layer as 
a solid electrolyte layer 3 satisfactorily responds to 
hydrocarbon and in the absence of oxygen in the atmos- 
phere to be measured, can linearly detect hydrocarbon 
in a wide range of the order of several ppm to the order 
of several percents. 

[0012] However, in the case where the concentration 
of hydrocarbon is very low (10 ppm or less) and an oxy- 
gen-free condition is changed to an oxygen-mixed con- 
dition, the sensor causes a phenomenon in which its 
output current between its electrodes through the elec- 
trolyte increases. This is because the Ba-Ce-based 
oxide used as an electrolyte has a characteristic of con- 
ducting oxide ions, whereby oxygen in an atmosphere 
can dissociate and transfer the electrolyte to the anode. 
[001 3] In order that hydrocarbon sensors are used to 
detect hydrocarbon in living environments and to meas- 
ure the concentration of hydrocarbon in combustion 
exhaust discharged from vehicle engines and combus- 
tion apparatuses, such as heaters and the like, the 
hydrocarbon sensors requires high selectivity for hydro- 
carbon without being affected by the concentration of 
oxygen, even in such atmospheres including oxygen, 
and also requires high sensitivity and reliability by virtue 
of the high selectivity. Furthermore, hydrocarbon sen- 
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sors must be directly disposed in atmospheres to be 
measured in many cases. Therefore, hydrocarbon sen- 
sors are desired to be compact, easy to use and low in 
production cost. 

[0014} In a conventional limiting-current type hydro- 
carbon sensor, a Ba-Ce-based oxide having high proton 
conductivity is used for a thin electrolytic layer, a pair of 
electrodes is formed on both sides of the electrolyte, 
one electrode on each side, so as to be opposite to 
each other. The pair of electrodes is usually made of 
platinum. 

[001 5] In the case where this type of hydrocarbon sen- 
sor is used in such an environment including oxygen as 
described above, the sensor satisfactorily responds to 
hydrocarbon in the atmosphere. However, at the same 
time, its output changes owing to the existence of oxy- 
gen in the atmosphere, in particular, owing to the con- 
centration of the oxygen, thereby causing large errors in 
the actually measured values. This phenomenon occurs 
as described below. Oxygen is taken in from the atmos- 
phere on the cathode side, and ionised by the cathode 
made of platinum. Oxide ions thus generated at the 
cathode may pass through such a thin electrolytic layer, 
thereby causing current to flow across the two elec- 
trodes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] An object of the present invention is to provide 
a hydrocarbon sensor, formed of a solid electrolyte hav- 
ing high proton conductivity and also exhibiting conduc- 
tivity of oxide ions, which is capable of highly accurately 
detecting only hydrocarbon included in an atmosphere 
to be measured without being affected by the existence 
of oxygen in the atmosphere. 

[001 7] Another object of the present invention is to 
provide a hydrocarbon sensor having high sensitivity, 
more particularly, a hydrocarbon sensor being insensi- 
tive to oxygen at the cathode on the solid electrolyte 
thereof and highly sensitive to only hydrocarbon at the 
anode. 

[0018] First, generally speaking, the present invention 
provides a hydrocarbon sensor being insensitive to the 
concentration of oxygen in an atmosphere by using its 
cathode made of an electrode material being inactive 
with the oxygen in the atmosphere, instead of a conven- 
tional electrode made of platinum. The electrode mate- 
rial is selected to prevent the generation of oxygen ions 
on the surface of the electrode, thereby to prevent the 
entry of oxygen into the solid electrolyte. 
[0019] The present invention thus provides a hydro- 
carbon sensor being insensitive to the concentration of 
oxygen in an atmosphere by providing a structure 
wherein the cathode is not exposed to the oxygen in the 
atmosphere to prevent oxygen from reaching the sur- 
face of the cathode, thereby to prevent oxygen from 
entering the solid electrolyte. 

[0020] More specifically, the cathode of this sensor is 



made of AJ or a material mainly containing Al. The 
present invention uses the fact that the surface of metal 
aluminum is inactivated catalytically with oxygen mole- 
cules, to prevent oxygen molecules form dissociation on 
s the cathode and from transfer as partly dissociated ions 
to the electrolytic layer. 

[0021] In particular, in the present invention, an alumi- 
num oxide film may be coated on the Al -containing 
metal layer to form the cathode. 

10 [0022] The solid electrolyte of the present invention is 
formed of a proton-oxide-ion mixing conductor and the 
cathode is made of AJ coated with an aluminum oxide 
film to make the conductivity to oxide ions ineffective. 
This makes it possible to achieve a hydrocarbon sensor 

is being insensitive to oxygen and highly sensitive to 
hydrocarbon. 

[0023] Furthermore, in order to obtain an excellent 
sensing characteristic, an anode of the hydrocarbon 
sensor of the present invention is made of a material dif- 

20 ferent from platinum which has been used convention- 
ally. The anode in the present invention may preferably 
be made of a material mainly containing Ag to raise the 
sensitivity for detecting hydrocarbon, whereby the sen- 
sor can detect hydrocarbon at high accuracy. 

25 [0024] Second, the present invention provides a limit- 
ing-current type hydrocarbon sensor, without detecting 
oxygen in the measured atmosphere, although sensor 
comprises a solid-electrolytic layer capable of highly 
conducting both protons and oxide ions. Such a hydro- 

30 carbon sensor further comprises a solid ion pump which 
supplies oxygen, hydrogen or water vapor to a cathode 
which is one of the pair of electrodes disposed on both 
sides of the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer. The ion 
pump may substantially keep the transferring amount of 

35 oxygen from an atmosphere to the cathode constant. 
[0025] With this configuration, the entry of oxygen into 
the cathode of the sensor from the atmosphere outside 
the sensor is controlled. As a result, the sensor can sta- 
bly measure hydrocarbon in the atmosphere regardless 

40 of the concentration of oxygen in the atmosphere under 
measurement, and can obtain high measurement accu- 
racy. 

[0026] The solid ion pump formed in the sensor of the 
present invention comprises a pump-use solid-el ectro- 

45 lytic layer capable of conducting oxide ions or protons, 
and a pair of pump-use electrodes disposed on both 
sides of the solid -electrolytic layer, one electrode on 
each side. The pump-use solid-electrolytic layer is dis- 
posed on the above-mentioned sensor-use solid-elec- 

50 trolytic layer on the cathode side with a space 
hermetically provided therebetween to form a hermeti- 
cally sealed cathode chamber. 

[0027] By driving such a solid ion pump by applying a 
constant voltage or current across the pump-use elec- 
55 trodes, oxygen, hydrogen or water vapor is supplied to 
or discharged from the hermetically sealed cathode 
chamber through the solid- electrolytic layer to control 
the concentration of oxygen in the cathode chamber to 
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keep it substantially constant. 
[0028] Furthermore, the solid- electrolytic layer used 
for the solid ion pump may easily be formed of an oxide 
ion conductor, a proton conductor, or a mixing ion con- 
ductor for the two kinds of ions. Oxygen, hydrogen or 5 
water vapor, or two kinds of them are transferred simul- 
taneously to the cathode chamber in consideration of 
the polarities of the electrodes for the pump. 
[0029] Additionally, the present invention provides an 
EMF-type sensor characterized in that a solid ion pump io 
for supplying oxygen is mounted on the side of an inac- 
tive electrode, one of the pair of electrodes disposed on 
both sides of a sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer, one 
electrode on each side. 

[0030] The solid ion pump comprises a pump-use 15 
solid-electrolytic layer capable of conducting oxide ions 
or protons, and a pair of pump-use electrodes disposed 
on both sides of the solid-electrolytic layer, one elec- 
trode on each side. The pump-use solid-electrolytic 
layer hermetically seals the upper surface of the above- 20 
mentioned sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer on the 
side of the inactive electrode thereof to form an inactive 
electrode chamber. 

[0031] With this EMF-type sensor, the solid ion pump 
is driven by the application of a constant voltage or cur- 25 
rent, and oxygen is supplied to or discharged from the 
hermetically sealed inactive electrode chamber through 
the solid-electrolytic layer to control the concentration of 
oxygen in the inactive electrode chamber. Therefore, 
the inactive electrode chamber also functions as the 30 
standard electrode of the sensor, and an oxygen-hydro- 
gen cell is formed across the chamber and the hydro- 
carbon active electrode, thereby making it possible to 
measure the concentration of hydrocarbon. Conse- 
quently, the sensor does not require any external stand- 35 
ard electrode, and can accurately measure the 
concentration of hydrocarbon even in an atmosphere 
not including oxygen. 

[0032] The hydrocarbon sensor of the present inven- 
tion can operate in the temperature range from room 40 
temperature to high temperature (about 800°C). The 
hydrocarbon sensor is thus advantageous in that it can 
be used widely as a sensor for detecting hydrocarbon 
leaking in living environments, and a sensor for measur- 
ing the concentration of hydrocarbon included in 45 
exhaust discharged from combustion engines, such as 
vehicle engines, and combustion apparatuses, such as 
heaters. In particular, the hydrocarbon sensor is suited 
for lean-burn control of combustion engines and appa- 
ratuses. 50 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0033] 

55 

Fig. 1 is a schematic sectional view showing a 
hydrocarbon sensor in accordance with an example 
of the present invention; 



Fig. 2 is a graph showing voltage-current character- 
istics of the hydrocarbon sensor of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 3 is a graph showing the relationship between 
concentration of hydrocarbon in an atmosphere 
and output current of the hydrocarbon sensor in 
accordance with the example of the present inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 4 is a chart showing the X-ray diffraction inten- 
sity on a surface of an Al electrode used as an 
anode of the hydrocarbon sensor of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 5 is a schematic sectional view showing the 
structure of an Al electrode used as an anode of the 
hydrocarbon sensor of the present invention; 
Fig. 6 is a schematic sectional view showing a limit- 
ing-current type hydrocarbon sensor in accordance 
with an example of the present invention; 
Fig. 7 is a graph showing the relationship between 
concentration of hydrocarbon and output current of 
the limiting-current type hydrocarbon sensor in 
accordance with the example of the present inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 8 is a graph showing the relationship between 
the concentration of hydrocarbon and the output 
current of the limiting-current type hydrocarbon 
sensor in accordance with another example of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a schematic sectional view showing a limit- 
ing-current type hydrocarbon sensor of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 10 is a schematic sectional view showing 
another limiting -current type hydrocarbon sensor of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 1 1 is a schematic sectional view showing still 
another limiting -current type hydrocarbon sensor of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 12 is a schematic sectional view showing an 
EMF-type hydrocarbon sensor of the present inven- 
tion; 

Fig. 13 is a graph showing the relationship between 
the concentration of butane in an atmosphere and 
the output current of the limiting-current type hydro- 
carbon sensor in accordance with another example 
of the present invention; 

Fig. 14 is a graph showing the relationship between 
the concentration of butane in an atmosphere and 
the output current of the limiting-current type hydro- 
carbon sensor in accordance with another example 
of the present invention; 

Fig. 15 is a graph showing the relationship between 
the concentration of butane in an atmosphere and 
the output current of the limiting-current type hydro- 
carbon sensor in accordance with another example 
of the present invention; 

Fig. 16 is a view similar to Fig. 15, in accordance 
with another example of the present invention; 
Fig. 17 is a graph showing the relationship between 
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the concentration of gas and the EMF value of the 
EMF-type hydrocarbon sensor in accordance with 
another example of the present invention; 
Fig. 18 is a view showing changes in the output of 
the EMF-type hydrocarbon sensor of the present 
invention at the time when the concentration of oxy- 
gen changes; and 

Fig. 19 is a schematic sectional view showing a 
conventional limiting-current type hydrocarbon sen- 
sor. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0034] First, a hydrocarbon sensor having a cathode 
formed of an aluminum-containing metal layer will be 
described below. 

[0035] A hydrocarbon sensor in accordance with the 
present invention basically comprises a solid-electro- 
lytic layer and a pair of electrodes mounted on both 
sides of the solid-electrolytic layer, one electrode on 
each side, so as to be opposite to each other. A cath- 
ode, any one of the pair of electrodes mounted on both 
sides of the solid-electrolytic layer is formed of an alumi- 
num-containing metal layer. 

[0036] The solid-electrolytic layer can be preferably 
formed of a thin ceramic layer made of a Ba-Ce-based 
oxide. Metal electrodes are formed on both sides of the 
layer, one electrode on each side, so as to be opposite 
to each other in the thickness direction, The solid-elec- 
trolytic layer is made of a barium-cerium -based oxide 
represented by a general formula of BaCe0 3 . a . The 
Ba-Ce-based oxide, in which part of cerium is substi- 
tuted by another rare earth element, is used. For exam- 
ple, Y, Gd. Dy or the like is used as a substituent 
element. The other electrode, anode, can be made of Pt 
or another electrode material. 

[0037] The cathode, one of the pair of electrodes of 
the sensor, is formed of a thin film mainly containing Al, 
on the surface of the ceramic layer. The Al-containing 
metal layer may be an aluminum layer directly formed of 
only aluminum or a layer made of an alloy material 
mainly containing Al. 

[0038] Particularly, the cathode formed of the Al layer, 
an Al electrode for example, may be formed of a porous 
film including Al. The porous film of the electrode should 
preferably have such minute pores as to allow gas to 
pass through. Since the surface of the aluminum layer 
of the cathode is coated with a very thin oxide film, the 
aluminum by itself can prevent the dissociation of oxy- 
gen and can block the entry of oxygen into the electro- 
lytic layer. 

[0039] The Al-containing metal layer may contains Al 
as a bass metal, and at least another element selected 
from among Si, Sn, Zn, Ga, In, Cd, Cu, Ag, Ni, Co, Fe, 
Mn and Cr and oxides of these. 

[0040] By baking this mixture, the Al-containing metal 
layer can be formed by sintering as a porous film on the 
solid electrolyte. 



[0041] In the sintered electrode formed of the Al-con- 
taining metal layer, the particles of the above-mentioned 
metals, such as Si. Sn or Zn, or oxides thereof hold Al 
particles to form a stable porous body. Part of the metal 

5 particles is aiioyed with the Al particles, and forms a 
body sintered with the oxides. The other part of the 
metal particles prevents the drop of the Al particles and 
the collapse of the Al-containing metal layer, thereby 
stabilizing the cathode, even at the operation tempera- 

10 ture of the sensor, not less than the melting point of Al, 
in particular. 

[0042] In the Al-containing metal layer, the Al particles 
are connected to one another and brought into electrical 
conduction, thereby forming an electrode. The pores in 
15 the porous body are used as passages for hydrogen 
gas generated by the charges of protons having trans- 
ferred through the solid-electrolytic layer from the 
anode, thereby dissipating the hydrogen gas to an 
atmosphere. 

20 [0043] The sintered electrode formed of the Al-con- 
taining metal layer is made as described below. Alumi- 
num and the other metals mentioned above are formed 
into powder and prepared in a paste form with a binder 
and a liquid such as water. The paste is applied into a 

25 layer on the surface of the solid- electrolytic layer, and 
then the solid-electrolytic layer is heated, the applied 
film being baked so as to be formed into the sintered 
electrode. 

[0044] The cathode formed of the above-mentioned 

30 Al-containing metal layer is also applicable to a limiting- 
current type hydrocarbon sensor that uses a solid ion 
pump formed on the cathode side, as will be described 
later. By combination of the solid ion pump on the cath- 
ode side with the cathode formed of the Al-containing 

35 metal layer, the insensitivity of the sensor with respect 
to oxygen becomes far more significant, whereby it is 
possible to eliminate hydrocarbon measurement errors 
due to an amount of oxygen present in an atmosphere. 
[0045] The other electrode, anode, may preferably be 

40 made of Ag, in particular. By using the anode made of 
Ag as the other electrode disposed opposite to the cath- 
ode formed of the above-mentioned Al-containing metal 
layer, it is possible to raise the sensitivity of detecting 
the concentration of hydrocarbon. 

45 [0046] A content of Ag in the anode material mainly 
may be 50% or more, and the material may be mixed 
with about 10% of Pt. Furthermore, Si0 2 and the like 
may be mixed with Ag. The anode can be formed by 
screen printing and baking, sputtering, plating or the 

so like. 

[0047] Like the cathode, the anode can be made of Al. 
By using the electrodes both formed of the above Al- 
containing metal layer, the effect of blocking oxygen is 
recognized, and hydrocarbon can be detected. In this 
55 case, however, the sensitivity to hydrocarbon is lowered 
slightly. 

[0048] In order to use the solid electrolytic layer as a 
limiting-current type hydrocarbon sensor, on which the 
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cathode and the anode are formed, it requires that a dif- 
fusion rate determining layer be formed on the anode 
side of the solid electrolytic layer. 
[0049] As an example of the diffusion rate determining 
layer, an anode chamber covered with a ceramic plate 
or substrate is formed on the surface of the solid elec- 
trolytic layer on the anode side, and a diffusion rate 
determining hole for communicating the anode chamber 
to an external atmosphere is formed between the 
ceramic plate and the solid electrolytic layer. 
[0050] The diffusion rate determining hole is used to 
determine the diffusion amount of hydrocarbon through 
the through hole in proportion to the difference between 
the partial pressure of hydrocarbon in the anode cham- 
ber and that in the atmosphere outside the anode cham- 
ber. The diffusion rate determining hole may be a 
porous structure having a plurality of through pores. 
[0051] In the hydrocarbon sensor, a constant DC volt- 
age source and an amperemeter are connected in 
series through proper leads to the anode and cathode 
of the sensor. In measuring in an atmosphere, hydrocar- 
bon in the atmosphere diffuses and moves through the 
diffusion rate determining hole, and then reaches the 
anode under the application of a potential difference 
across the anode and the cathode. At the anode, the 
hydrocarbon is dissociated into protons by electrolysis. 
The protons are conducted through the proton-conduc- 
tive solid electrolyte, and reaches the cathode at which 
to be discharged as hydrogen. At this time, current flows 
across the anode and the cathode between which a 
constant voltage is applied in accordance with the 
movement amount of the protons, and limiting current is 
generated in proportion to the amount of hydrocarbon 
(i.e. the concentration of hydrocarbon in the atmos- 
phere) subjected to diffusion rate determination in 
accordance with the atmosphere. 
[0052] The sensor is heated to a temperature to the 
extent that the solid -electrolytic layer can make full use 
of its proton conductivity. An electric heater may be 
secured to the sensor itself in order to heat the sensor 
and control the temperature thereof. 
[0053] Generally speaking, the maximum operation 
temperature of the sensor is determined by the heat 
resistance of the electrodes. Although the sensor can 
operate in the temperature range of 200 to 1000°C, an 
operation temperature of 300°C or more is desirable to 
oxidize the surface of the Al-containing metal layer used 
as the cathode. In particular, the temperature range of 
300 to 800 °C is desirable. 

Example 1 

[0054] Fig. 1 shows the structure of a current-detec- 
tion type hydrocarbon sensor in accordance with the 
present invention. The solid electrolyte 3 of the sensor 
was formed of a sintered body of BaCeo 8 Gd 0 2 0 3 . a 
having a size of 1 0 mm x 10 mm and a thickness of 0.45 
mm. A cathode 4 (active electrode) made of a material 



mainly containing Al was formed on one side of a thin 
film of a sintered body, i.e. the solid electrolyte layer 3. 
On the other hand, an anode 2 (reference electrode) 
made of platinum was formed on the other side. 

s [0055] To obtain a material mainly containing Al for the 
Al-containing metal layer on the cathode side, a mixture 
of 5% by weight of Si powder and 1 to 2% by weight of 
silica powder and the balance Al powder were blended 
with liquid thermosetting resin, preparing paste. This 

w paste was applied in a form of film on one side of the 
solid electrolyte 3 in accordance with a desired pattern 
by screen printing, and the film was baked at 850°C to 
form the Al-containing metal layer. At the same time, the 
other electrode, the anode made of platinum (Pt), was 

is made by applying paste including platinum powder to 
the other side by screen printing and by baking the 
paste. 

[0056] A preliminary experiment was conducted to 
evaluate this prototype sensor. The voltage-current 
20 characteristic (in accordance with the potential step 
method) was examined in butane containing gas (1% 
butane) and in the air at 600°C. The results are shown 
in Fig. 2. 

[0057] In the case of a sensor having two electrodes 

25 both made of platinum, output current presumably 
caused owing to oxygen ion conduction flows in the air 
in both cases of anodic voltage application (to the refer- 
ence electrode) and cathodic voltage application. The 
output current characteristic is symmetrical with respect 

30 to the 0 V point. 

[0058] On the other hand, in the case of a sensor hav- 
ing an Al-containing metal electrode, current hardly 
flows in the air, but current flows in butane gas presum- 
ably owing to proton conduction as shown in Fig. 2 

35 (because the Ba-Ce-based oxide is a mixing ion con- 
ductor for both protons and oxide ions). In other words, 
it is assumed that oxygen is blocked by the Al electrode 
in the air (in the presence of oxygen), and that proton 
conduction is caused in hydrocarbon by cathodic volt- 

40 age application. By using this principle, it is possible to 
attain a hydrocarbon sensor capable of operating prop- 
erly regardless of the existence or absence of oxygen. 
[0059] Next, this sensor was checked actually to 
determine whether the sensor functions properly as a 

45 hydrocarbon sensor by using an actual vehicle engine. 
The temperature of the device was maintained at about 
600°C. A voltage of 1 .2 v was applied so that the Al 
electrode becomes negative, and the output of the 
device was examined at various hydrocarbon concen- 

50 trations. Fig. 3 shows the relationship between hydro- 
carbon concentration and output. In addition, the output 
characteristic of the conventional sensor having two 
electrodes made of platinum is also shown for compari- 
son. In the case of the conventional sensor, its output 

55 increased abruptly as shown in Fig. 3 when the entry of 
oxygen occurred at low hydrocarbon concentrations. In 
the case of the sensor of the present invention, how- 
ever, it is found that its output remains low. This obvi- 
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ously indicates that the sensor of the present invention 
detects only hydrocarbon stablly, without being affected 
by the entry of oxygen in the atmosphere to the sensor. 
[006C] The reaction mechanism and principle of the 
sensor of the present invention will be considered by 
supposition as follows. Fig. 4 shows the X-ray diffraction 
pattern of the A! electrode disposed on the electrolyte 3. 
It is found from the diffraction pattern that part of the Al 
electrode is oxidized. If the entire Al electrode is oxi- 
dized, the electrode becomes a nonconductor, and it is 
thus assumed that the electrode does not function as an 
electrode. However, conduction occurs depending on 
the polarity of the applied voltage and the kind of the 
gas in an atmosphere as described above. In consider- 
ation of this, it is assumed that an Al metal 20 remains 
unchanged inside the Al electrode, and that an oxidized 
film 21 (anodized aluminum layer) is formed on the sur- 
face of the metal, as schematically shown in Fig. 5. 
Accordingly, even if the temperature rises to the melting 
point of the Al metal, 660°C, or more during operation, it 
is assumed that the oxidized film 21 prevents the Al 
metal 20 from fusing and condensing. 

Example 2 

[0061] The present example is a hydrocarbon sensor 
comprising a pair of electrodes and a solid electrolyte 3 
made of a Ba-Ce-based oxide and having a hydrocar- 
bon diffusion rate determining layer, wherein the cath- 
ode thereof is made of a material mainly containing Al. 
In this example, an aluminum oxide layer is formed on 
the surface of the cathode made of Al. 
[0062] Fig. 6 shows the structure of the limiting-cur- 
rent type hydrocarbon sensor of the present invention. 
The solid electrolyte 3 of the sensor was formed of a 
sintered body of BaCe 0 .8Yo.2 0 3-ct navin 9 a size of 10 
mm x 10 mm and a thickness of 0.45 mm. An anode 2 
was made of platinum, and a cathode 4 was formed of 
an Al -containing metal layer. In this example, to obtain a 
material mainly containing Al for the Al-containing metal 
layer, Al powder, 0.1% of Cu powder, 2% of Si powder 
and 2% of Si0 2 powder were mixed, and paste was thus 
prepared. This paste was applied on the solid electro- 
lyte 3 by screen printing, and baked at 900° C to obtain 
a sintered electrode. 

[0063] On the anode side of the solid -electrolytic layer 
3 of the sensor, a diffusion rate determining layer was 
formed as described below. Only the peripheral portion 
of a ceramic substrate 1 was adhered to the surface of 
the solid-electrolytic layer 3 on the anode side via an 
inorganic adhesive 6 so as to cover over the anode 2, 
thereby forming an anode chamber 20, and a diffusion 
rate determining hole 61 communicating to an atmos- 
phere was then formed between the ceramic substrate 
1 and the solid-electrolytic layer 3. The sensor was fur- 
ther provided with a heater 9 on the outside of the 
ceramic substrate 1 so as to be heated to a predeter- 
mined temperature. In this way, a proton-conductive lim- 



iting-current type hydrocarbon sensor was formed. 
[0064] Just as in the case of the above-mentioned 
example 1, the detection characteristic of this sensor 
was examined by using vehicle exhaust as gas to be 

5 detected. The temperature of the device was main- 
tained at about 600°C. A voltage of 1.2 V was applied, 
and the output current of the device was examined at 
various gas concentrations. Fig. 7 shows the relation- 
ship between hydrocarbon concentration and output of 

10 current. In addition, in this Fig. 7 the output characteris- 
tic of the conventional sensor having an anode and a 
cathode both made of platinum is also shown for com- 
parison. 

[0065] In the case of the conventional sensor, as 

is shown in Fig. 7, its output current increased abruptly 
when the entry of oxygen to the atmosphere occurred at 
low hydrocarbon concentrations. In the sensor of the 
present invention, however, it is found that the output 
current was not changed even by the entry of oxygen to 

20 the atmosphere, and that the output is stable. This obvi- 
ously indicates that the sensor of the present invention 
can stably detect hydrocarbon even at the time of the 
entry of oxygen. It is therefore assumed that the surface 
of the electrode mainly containing Al in this sensor is 

25 coated with an oxidized film, and that the entry of oxy- 
gen from the cathode is blocked in the same manner 
just as in the case of Example 1 . 
[0066] As obviously indicated by the detection results 
of the present example, it is found that the hydrocarbon 

30 sensor comprising a solid-electrolytic layer made of a 
Ba-Ce-based oxide and a cathode made of a material 
mainly containing Al can stably detect hydrocarbon, 
whether in the presence or absence of oxygen. Further- 
more, it is also indicated that the characteristic of the 

35 sensor is not affected by the existence of oxygen, pro- 
vided that the sensor is structured so as to be provided 
with a cathode made of Al, on the surface of which an 
aluminum oxide layer is formed. 



[0067] The present example is a hydrocarbon sensor 
comprising a pair of electrodes and a solid electrolyte 3 
made of a Ba-Ce-based oxide and having a hydrocar- 
bon diffusion rate determining layer, wherein its anode 
is made of a material mainly containing Ag. 
[0068] The solid electrolytic layer 3 of the sensor was 
formed of a sintered body of BaCeo.8Gdo.2O3 a having 
an external size of 10 mm x 10 mm and a thickness of 
0.45 mm. On the surfaces of a solid electrolytic layer 3, 
an anode 2 made of Ag was formed, and a cathode 4 
made of an Al-containing material mainly containing Al 
was also formed as shown in Fig. 6. Each electrode 
material was formed into paste, and applied onto the 
solid electrolyte 3 by screen printing to form a film. After 
drying, the film was baked at 850°C to obtain a sintered 
electrode. 

[0069] Furthermore, the solid electrolytic layer 3 on 
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the side of the anode 2 was covered with a ceramic sub- 
strate 1 via an inorganic adhesive 8 to form a hydrocar- 
bon diffusion rate determining hole, and a resistance- 
heating type heater 9 was secured to the outer surface 
of the ceramic substrate 1 , thereby forming a limiting- 
current type sensor. 

[0070] In the same conditions as those in the case of 
the example 2, the characteristic of this sensor was 
examined by using vehicle exhaust as gas to be 
detected. The temperature of the sensor was heated to 
600°C in the exhaust, a voltage of 1.2 V was applied 
across the electrodes, and the characteristic of the 
device was examined. 

[0071] Fig. 8 shows the relationship between hydro- 
carbon concentration and output current in the sensor ol 
this example. In addition, in this Fig. 8, the output char- 
acteristic of a conventional sensor having an anode 
made of Pt and an cathode made ol Al, the areas of the 
anode and cathode being the same as those of the 
present example, is also shown for comparison. As a 
result, it is found that the output of the sensor of the 
present invention is about 10 times as high as the out- 
put, i.e. sensitivity, of the conventional sensor. As 
described above, by using the anode made of a material 
mainly containing Ag as an electrode disposed opposite 
to the cathode made of Al, the sensor can detect hydro- 
carbon at high sensitivity and high accuracy. 
[0072] As a second kind of sensor, a hydrocarbon 
sensor provided with an ion pump in accordance with 
the present invention will be described below. This 
hydrocarbon sensor is applicable to a limiting-current 
type sensor and an EMF-type sensor. 
[0073] The sectional structure of a limiting-current 
type hydrocarbon sensor is shown in Fig. 9 A. A thin 
sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer 3, on one side of 
which a cathode 4 is mounted and on the other side of 
which an anode 2 is mounted, is secured onto a ceramic 
substrate 1. A gas diffusion rate determining portion is 
formed on the surface of the sol id -electrolytic layer 3 on 
the side of the anode 2. 

[0074] The gas diffusion rate determining portion is 
supported via a spacer at the peripheral portion thereof 
6 between the anode 2 and the substrate 1 , and com- 
prises a hermetically sealed anode chamber 20 and a 
small-diameter diffusion hole 61 for communicating the 
anode chamber 20 to the outside of the sensor. In the 
case of this example, the diffusion hole 61 is a single 
small hole passing through part of the insulating spacer. 
The diffusion hole is not limited to such a single small 
hole. Porous through holes can also be used. 
[0075] The solid-electrolytic layer 3 of the sensor of 
the present invention is made of a proton-oxide ion con- 
ductor, such as a BaCe0 3 . a -based oxide, and the 
anode 2 and the cathode 4 are made of an active metal 
having high corrosion resistance, such as Pt, Au or Pd. 
[0076] In the present invention, a solid ion pump 5 is 
formed of a thin sol id -electrolytic layer 50 for use in ion 
pump, on both sides of which pump electrodes 51 and 



52 are mounted securely, one electrode on each side. 
The pump-use solid-electrolytic layer 50 is disposed on 
the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer 3 on the side of 
the cathode 4 with a space 40 provided therebetween. 

5 Furthermore, the two solid-electrolytic layers 3, 50 are 
adhered to each other and supported via an insulating 
spacer 7, i.e., inorganic adhesive, provided therebe- 
tween at the peripheral portions thereof. The space is 
hermetically sealed so as to be used as a cathode 

10 chamber 40. 

[0077] A constant-voltage system and a constant-cur- 
rent system for driving the ion pump can be used to sup- 
ply electricity to the two electrodes on the pump-use 
sol id -electrolytic layer. In the constant -voltage system, a 

is constant voltage is applied across the pump-use elec- 
trodes on the solid- electrolytic layer so that the gas 
components such as oxygen, hydrogen or water on the 
outside atmosphere or inside of the cathode chamber 
can be passed through the solid-electrolytic layer 

20 towards the opposite side then transferring in accord- 
ance with the partial pressure of the gas components. 
[0078] Furthermore, in the case of the constant-cur- 
rent system, a constant current is supplied across both 
pump-use electrodes so that the gas components such 

25 as oxygen, etc, in the outside atmosphere or in the 
inside of cathode chamber can be passed through the 
solid-electrolytic layer and pumped at a flow rate of the 
ions in accordance with the electric current. As a result, 
the concentration of the oxygen in the cathode chamber 

30 can be controlled without being affected by the concen- 
tration of the gas components in the outside. For this 
reason, the hydrocarbon sensor can be free from the 
dependence of its characteristic on the concentration of 
the oxygen. In this way. the constant-current system is 

35 advantageous in that the concentration of hydrocarbon 
can be detected and measured highly accurately. 
[0079] A hydrocarbon sensor in accordance with a 
first embodiment of the present invention is a sensor for 
transferring an approximately constant amount of oxy- 

40 gen in an atmosphere under measurement to its cath- 
ode chamber by using a solid ion pump formed of an 
oxide ion conductor. 

[0080] In the oxygen pump of this sensor of this first 
embodiment, as shown in Fig. 9A, the inner electrode 

45 51 on the cathode chamber side is used as a positive 
electrode, and the outer electrode 52 is used as a neg- 
ative electrode. A constant voltage or constant current is 
applied across the inner and outer electrodes to flow 
current through the pump-use solid-electrolytic layer 50, 

so thereby to pass external oxygen through the solid-elec- 
trolytic layer and to move a constant amount of oxygen 
into the cathode chamber. The movement amount of the 
oxygen is controlled depending on current. In this proc- 
ess, a constant amount of oxygen in the cathode cham- 

55 ber decomposes at the cathode regardless of the 
concentration of the oxygen in an external atmosphere. 
As a result, the output of the oxygen ion current 
becomes constant owing to the stabile partial pressure 
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of the oxygen in the cathode chamber, and an output 
corresponding to only the change in hydrocarbon can 
be obtained as the output of the sensor. 
[0081] The solid-electrolytic layer for this pump is 
formed of an oxide ion conductor for mainly transferring s 
oxygen. This kind of ion conductor may be made of an 
oxide including at least one element selected from 
among Zr, Ce, Bi, Ca, Ba and Sr. 
[0082] This kind of solid-electrolytic layer may prefer- 
ably be formed of a sintered body of zirconia including 
8% of Y, bismuth oxides, cerium oxides or the like. Any- 
thing can be used as long as it is an oxide ion conductor. 
[0083] The inner electrode 51 and the outer electrode 
52 are formed of a corrosion-resistant active metal. For 
example, a metal, such as Rt, Au or Pd, is preferably 
used in the form of a thin film. 

[0084] A second embodiment is a hydrocarbon sensor 
comprising a solid ion pump 5 for pumping the oxygen 
inside the cathode chamber 40 into an atmosphere. In 
this case, as shown in Fig. 9 B, polarity of the electrodes 
on the pump-use solid-electrolytic layer 50 thereof are 
opposite to those in the first embodiment. In other 
words, the inner electrode 51 on the side of the cathode 
chamber 40 is used as a negative electrode, the outer 
electrode is used as a positive electrode, and current is 
applied across the electrodes. The solid ion pump is 
driven in the direction for pumping the oxygen from the 
inside of the cathode chamber 40 to the outside. The 
partial pressure of the oxygen in the cathode chamber 
is thus lowered so as not to supply oxygen to the cath- 
ode 4 of the sensor, thereby eliminating the effect of the 
oxygen in the atmosphere on the output of the hydrocar- 
bon sensor. The solid-electrolytic layer for used in this 
pump is formed of an oxide ion conductor for transfer- 
ring oxygen just as in the case of the first embodiment. 
[0085] In this sensor in accordance with the second 
embodiment, protons passed through the electrolytic 
layer and moved from the anode 2 to the cathode 4 gen- 
erate hydrogen in the cathode chamber 40, and the 
hydrogen stays therein. A small-diameter vent hole 71 
should preferably be formed in a spacer 7 disposed 
between the pump- use sol id -electrolytic layer 50 and 
the sensor-use electrolytic layer 3 as shown in Fig. 9B to 
communicate the cathode chamber 40 to the atmos- 
phere. This vent hole 71 should preferably have a small 
diameter to the extent that the diffusion and entry of 
hydrogen are carried out easily but those of oxygen are 
limited. 

[0086] A third embodiment is a hydrocarbon sensor 
comprising a solid ion pump formed of a proton conduc- 
tor for transferring hydrogen or water vapor. In the 
pump-use solid-electrolytic layer in accordance with this 
embodiment, as shown in Fig. 10, the inner electrode 51 
on the cathode chamber side 40 is used as a positive 
electrode, and the outer electrode 52 is used as a neg- 
ative electrode. A constant voltage or constant current is 
applied across the inner and outer electrodes. Hydro- 
gen or its compound, i.e. water vapor, generated at the 



cathode 4 of the sensor is passed through the pump- 
use solid-electrolytic layer 50 and can be discharged 
outside. Since the solid- electrolytic layer 50 is formed of 
a proton conductor, the entry of oxygen is limited, and 
the partial pressure of oxygen in the cathode chamber 
can be reduced. As a result, an output corresponding to 
only the change in hydrocarbon can be obtained as the 
output of the sensor, regardless of the concentration of 
oxygen in an atmosphere. 

[0087] The solid-electrolytic layer for this pump is 
formed of a proton conductor for transferring hydrogen. 
The proton conductor is made of an oxide including at 
least one element selected from among Zr, Ce. Bi, Ca, 
Ba and Sr. The solid-electrolytic layer for the pump may 
be formed of any type of proton conductor as long as it 
has a composition of SrCeo.9Gd 0 .i0 3 .„ or 
CaZr 0 .9lno.i0 3 _ a . In particular, the proton conductor 
should have high conductivity for protons and low con- 
ductivity for oxides. 

[0088] A fourth embodiment is a hydrocarbon sensor 
comprising a pump-use solid- electrolytic layer for trans- 
ferring oxygen and hydrogen simultaneously. The 
pump-use solid-electrolytic layer is therefore formed of 
an oxide ion-proton conductor. In particular, the pump- 
use solid-electrolytic layer is made of an oxide including 
at least Ba and Ce, i.e. BaCe0 3 . a . 
[0089] In this fourth embodiment, the solid ion pump 
functions as an oxygen-hydrogen pump. A shown in Fig. 
1 1 . the inner electrode 51 of the pump-use solid-electro- 
lytic layer 50 on the side of the cathode chamber 40 is 
used as a positive electrode, and the outer electrode 52 
thereof is used as a negative electrode. A constant volt- 
age or current is applied across the inner and outer 
electrodes. By this application, external oxygen is 
passed through the pump-use solid-electrolytic layer 50 
and moved to the cathode chamber 40 at a constant 
rate. At the same time, hydrogen generated in the cath- 
ode chamber 40 is passed through the solid-electrolytic 
layer 50 and transferred to an external atmosphere. As 
a result, the output of the hydrocarbon sensor becomes 
a constant oxygen ion current due to the nearly constant 
partial pressure of oxygen at the cathode chamber, 
regardless of the concentration of oxygen in the exter- 
nal atmosphere. Therefore, an output corresponding to 
only the change in hydrocarbon can be obtained as the 
output of the sensor. 

[0090] Even in the system of supplying electricity to 
the solid-electrolytic layer for the oxygen- hydrogen 
pump, a constant voltage system and a constant current 
system are used. 

[0091] In the constant voltage system, hydrogen and 
water vapor accumulated in the cathode chamber are 
passed through the solid- electrolytic layer and dis- 
charged outside, while a constant amount of external 
oxygen is moved to the cathode chamber at the same 
time. The decomposition of oxygen occurs in the cath- 
ode chamber at a constant rate, regardless of external 
oxygen. As a result, an output corresponding to only the 
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hydrocarbon can be obtained as the output of the sen- 
sor. 

[0092] On the other hand, in the case of the constant 
current system, the total movement amount of gas ion 
passing through the solid- electrolytic layer is controlled s 
so as to be constant. For this reason, the amount of 
pumping can be controlled depending on the amount of 
the gas generated from the cathode chamber of solid- 
electrolytic layer of the sensor. As a result, the concen- 
tration in the cathode chamber can be controlled easily, 
and hydrocarbon can be detected at high accuracy. 
[0093] The cathode formed of the above-mentioned 
Al-containing metal layer is used for a limiting-current 
type hydrocarbon sensor comprising an ion pump 
formed on the cathode side. This kind of sensor has 
more significant insensitivity to oxygen owing to the 
combined use of the ion pump on the cathode side and 
the cathode formed of the Al-containing metal layer. For 
this reason, hydrocarbon measurement errors due to 
oxygen in an atmosphere can be eliminated from the 
sensor. 

[0094] Next, an example is shown wherein the sensor 
comprising the ion pump of the present invention is 
applied so as to be used as an EMF-type hydrocarbon 
sensor. 

[0095] As a fifth embodiment, a hydrocarbon sensor is 
shown in a shematic view of Fig. 12. On the two main 
surfaces of the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer 3, a 
hydrocarbon active electrode 21 and a standard elec- 
trode 41 are formed. The hydrocarbon active electrode 
21 is directly exposed to an atmosphere under meas- 
urement. 

[0096] The solid ion pump of the present invention is 
mounted on the other electrode, i.e. the standard elec- 
trode 41. and the standard electrode 41 is exposed to a 
standard electrode chamber 42. The solid ion pump 
comprises a thin solid-electrolytic layer 50 and pump- 
use electrodes 51 , 52 secured to both sides of the layer, 
one electrode on each side. The pump-use electrolytic 
layer 50 is mounted on the surface of the sensor-use 
solid-electrolytic layer 3 on the standard electrode side 
so that the two electrolytic layers 50, 3 are adhered to 
each other at their peripheral portions via an insulating 
spacer 7 with a space 42 provided therebetween. The 
space is hermetically sealed and used as a standard 
electrode chamber 42. 

[0097] In the EMF-type sensor, the solid ion pump is 
operated as an oxygen pump. Current is flown in the 
direction of supplying oxygen to the sensor device (the 
outer electrode 52 is used as a negative electrode, and 
the inner electrode 51 is used as a positive electrode). 
Oxygen is passed from an atmosphere through the sen- 
sor-use solid-electrolytic layer 50, and the oxygen polar- 
ization potential of the inactive electrode 41 is used as a 
reference electrode potential. 

[0098] At the time of measurement, this EMF-type 
sensor is placed in an atmosphere under measurement. 
Protons are generated by the decomposition of hydro- 



carbon at the hydrocarbon active electrode exposed to 
the atmosphere at this time, and oxygen ions are gener- 
ated at the standard electrode (inactive electrode). As a 
result, a cell electromotive force is generated by an oxy- 
gen-hydrogen oxidation-reduction reaction between the 
active electrode 21 and the inactive electrode 41. The 
concentration of hydrocarbon in the atmosphere can be 
detected by measuring the electromotive force across 
the two electrodes. This hydrocarbon sensor provides a 
larger electromotive force and higher sensitivity than a 
conventional hydrogen-hydrogen concentration cell 
type hydrocarbon sensor at the same concentration of 
hydrocarbon. In addition, in an atmosphere in which the 
entry of oxygen occurs, this hydrocarbon sensor is char- 
acterized that its cell electromotive force lowers, unlike 
the conventional cell type. 

[0099] The pump-use solid-electrolytic layer of the 
EMF-type sensor is formed of an oxide ion conductor 
made of an oxide including at least one element 
selected from among Zr, Ce, Bi, Ca. Ba and Sr in partic- 
ular. Furthermore, the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer 
is made of an oxide for conducting protons and oxide 
ions simultaneously, selected from among oxides 
including at least Ba and Ce. 

[01 00] More specrf ically, both the pump-use and sen- 
sor-use solid-electrolytic layers can be formed of a 
BaCe0 3 . a based ion conductor. In particular, 

BaCeo. 8 Dy 0 .203-a. BaCe 0 .8Gdo.20 3 - a , BaCeo.sYo.2O3- 
a . BaCe 0 .8Smo. 2 03_ a , BaCe 0 .8Tb 0 .2O 3 _ a and the like 
can be used. 

Example 4 

[0101] This example is a limiting-current type hydro- 
carbon sensor comprising a solid- electrolytic layer 
formed of an ion conductor made of a Ba-Ce-based 
oxide. The solid ion pump of the sensor is formed of a 
solid-electrolytic layer capable of transferring oxygen. 
[0102] The sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer 3 of the 
hydrocarbon sensor is formed of a thin 
BaCe 0 .8Gdo-2°3-a sintered body having a size of 10 x 
10 mm and a thickness of 0.45 mm as shown in Fig. 9. 
On the surfaces of the layer, an anode 2 made of plati- 
num and a cathode 4 also made of platinum are formed 
by baking, one electrode on each surface. 
[0103] As shown in Fig. 9, an alumina ceramic sub- 
strate 1 is adhered by baking to the solid- electrolytic 
layer 3 at the outer peripheral portions thereof on the 
side of the anode 2 via a spacer 6 to form an anode 
chamber 20. The spacer 6 has a diffusion rate deter- 
mining hole 61 having a small diameter to communicate 
the anode chamber 20 to an external atmosphere. 
[0104] Furthermore, the pump-use solid-electrolytic 
layer 50 of the solid ion pump 5 for pumping is formed of 
a thin zirconia-sintered body including 8% of Y and hav- 
ing a size of 1 0 x 10 mm and a thickness of 0.5 mm. The 
electrodes 51 . 52 used as a pair are each formed of a 
platinum film. This solid ion pump is adhered with an 
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inorganic adhesive to the surface of the sensor-use 
solid-electrolytic layer 3 used as a sintered body on the 
side of the cathode 4 with a space provided therebe- 
tween to form a cathode chamber 40. 
[01 05] To examine the effect of oxygen on the sensor, s 
a mixture gas of butane (C 4 H 10 ) used as hydrocarbon, 
nitrogen and 4% water vapor was used as a gas to be 
measured. The concentration of oxygen was changed in 
the range of 0 to 2%. The sensor was placed in an elec- 
tric furnace maintained at 700°C, and the output of the 10 
sensor was examined when the concentration of butane 
was changed in the range of 0 to 1%. The drive voltage 
to be applied across the electrodes 51 , 52 of the pump- 
use solid-electrolytic layer 5 was set at a constant value 
of 1 .0 V. The output of the sensor was observed in the is 
movement direction of oxygen through the pump-use 
solid-electrolytic layer (a sintered body) to the inside of 
the cathode chamber and in the opposite direction, that 
is, the direction from the inside of the cathode chamber 
to an atmosphere by changing the polarity of the drive 20 
voltage. 

[0106] Fig. 13 is a graph showing the relationship 
between the concentration of butane and the output cur- 
rent of the sensor at the time of pump operation, and 
also showing the output result at the time when the sen- 25 
sor is not provided with the solid ion pump. Referring to 
this figure, in the case of the conventional example not 
provided with the solid ion pump, when the concentra- 
tion of oxygen in an atmosphere increases by 2%, the 
current of the sensor increases abruptly although the 30 
concentration of hydrogen remains low. It is understood 
that the existence of oxygen has caused significant 
errors. In the case of the sensor provided with the solid 
ion pump, the effect of oxygen on the output of the sen- 
sor is unnoticeable despite of the change in the concen- 35 
tration of oxygen in the atmosphere. It is found that the 
output of the sensor increases linearly in proportion to 
the concentration of the butane gas in the atmosphere. 
Furthermore, it is also found that the change ratio of the 
current depending on the concentration of button gas is 40 
higher, and the sensitivity of the sensor is thus higher at 
the time when oxygen is supplied from the atmosphere 
to the cathode chamber than at the time when oxygen is 
supplied in the opposite direction. For these reasons, it 
is obviously found that the sensor provided with the 45 
solid ion pump in accordance with the present invention 
can stably detect hydrocarbon, regardless of the pres- 
ence or absence of oxygen. 

[0107] In the present example, the pump-use elec- 
trodes are made of platinum, and the diffusion rate so 
determining layer is formed of a ceramic substrate and 
an inorganic adhesive. However, the electrodes may be 
made of Au or Pd instead of platinum. The diffusion rate 
determining layer may also be formed of a porous 
ceramic substrate as a matter of course. The shapes of 55 
the electrolytic layer and the electrodes are not limited in 
shape, forming method, etc. Furthermore, although 1 .0 
V is used as the voltage applied to the solid ion pump, 



any voltage can be applied, provided that the voltage 
can move gas. 

Example 5 

[0108] The present example is a limiting -current type 
hydrocarbon sensor just as the sensor of the example 4. 
The solid ion pump of the sensor is formed of a solid - 
electrolytic layer capable of transferring hydrogen or 
water vapor, and the pump is used as a hydrogen pump 
and driven by the application of a constant voltage. 
[01 09] Fig. 1 0 shows the structure of the limiting-cur- 
rent type hydrocarbon sensor in accordance with the 
present example. The same sensor-use solid- electro- 
lytic layer 3 (sintered body) (a sintered body of 
BaCeo sGdo ^Oa-a having a size of 10 x 10 mm and a 
thickness of 0.45 mm. on which an anode 2 and a cath- 
ode 4, both being made of platinum, are baked) as that 
of the example 4 is used. A hydrogen pump for transfer- 
ring hydrogen or water vapor is formed of a sintered 
body of SrCe 0 .9Gdoi0 3 _ a having a size of 10 x 10 mm 
and a thickness of 0.5 mm, and a pair of electrodes (an 
inner electrode 51 and an outer electrode 52) made of 
platinum. 

[01 1 0] The effect of oxygen on the output current of 
this sensor was examined by using a gas similar to the 
atmosphere. A mixture gas of butane, nitrogen and 4% 
water vapor was used as a gas to be measured, and the 
concentration of oxygen was changed in the range of 0 
to 2%. The sensor was placed in an electric furnace 
maintained at 700°C, and the output current of the sen- 
sor was examined when the concentration of butane 
was changed in the range of 0 to 1%. 
[01 1 1 ] The drive voltage of the solid ion pump was set 
at a constant value of 1 .0 V and applied in the direction 
of transferring the hydrogen or water vapor from the 
cathode chamber to the outside of the device. In other 
words, the voltage was applied across the inner elec- 
trode 51 (an electrode on the cathode chamber side and 
used as a positive electrode) and the outer electrode 52 
(used as a negative electrode) of the pump-use solid 
electrolytic layer 50. The output current of the sensor 
was observed at this time. 

[0112] Fig. 14 shows a graph of the relationship 
between the concentration of butane in an atmosphere 
and the current output of the sensor, and also showing 
the output of a sensor not provided with the solid ion 
pump. Referring to this figure, it is found that, in the case 
of the sensor provided with the solid ion pump, the out- 
put of the sensor is hardly affected by the change in the 
concentration of oxygen in the atmosphere. For this rea- 
son, it is obviously found that the sensor provided with 
the solid ion pump in accordance with the present 
invention can stably detect hydrocarbon, regardless of 
the presence or absence of oxygen. 
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Example 6 

[0113] The present example is a limiting-current type 
hydrocarbon sensor comprising a solid ion pump 
formed of a solid-electrolytic layer made of a Ba-Ce- 5 
based oxide and capable of simultaneously transferring 
oxygen and hydrogen. 

[0114] Fig. 11 shows the structure of the limiting-cur- 
rent type hydrocarbon sensor of the present example. 
The solid-electrolytic layer 3 of the limiting-current type 
hydrocarbon sensor was formed of a sintered body of 
BaCeo.8Gdo.2O3 a having a size of 10 x 10 mm and a 
thickness of 0.45 mm. on which an anode 2 and a cath- 
ode 4, both being made of platinum, were baked. Over 
the anode, a hydrocarbon diffusion rate determining 
layer was formed of a ceramic substrate 1 and a spacer 
6. Furthermore, the solid- electrolytic layer 50 of the 
solid ion pump 5 for transferring oxygen, hydrogen and 
water vapor was formed of a sintered body of 
BaCe 0 8 Gd 0 . 2 O3-ti having a size of 10 x 10 mm and a 
thickness of 0.5 mm, and the pair of electrodes 51 , 52 of 
the pump were made of platinum. This solid ion pump 
was adhered to the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer 3 
on the cathode side with a space provided therebe- 
tween. 

[01 1 5] The effect of oxygen on the output of the sen- 
sor of the present example was examined by using a 
gas similar to the atmosphere. A mixture gas of butane, 
nitrogen and 4% water was used as a gas to be meas- 
ured, and the concentration of oxygen was changed in 
the range of 0 to 2%. The sensor was placed in an elec- 
tric furnace maintained at 700°C, and the output of the 
sensor was examined when the concentration of butane 
was changed in the range of 0 to 1%. At this time, the 
drive voltage of the solid ion pump was set at a fixed 
value of 1.0 V and applied in the direction of pumping 
oxygen to the inside and in the opposite direction of 
transferring oxygen from the inside. The output of the 
sensor was observed in the two directions. 
[0116] Fig. 15 is a graph showing the relationship 
between the concentration of butane and the output of 
the sensor, and also showing the output of a sensor not 
provided with the solid ion pump. Referring to this figure, 
it is found that the effect of oxygen in an atmosphere on 
the output of the sensor is unnoticeable at the time 
when the solid ion pump was driven. For this reason, it 
is obviously found that the sensor provided with the 
solid ion pump of the present invention can stably detect 
hydrocarbon, regardless of the presence or absence of 
oxygen. 

Example 7 

[01 1 7] The present example is a limiting-current type 
hydrocarbon sensor comprising a solid ion pump 
formed of a solid-electrolytic layer made of a Ba-Ce- 
based oxide, driven by the constant-current system and 
capable of simultaneously transferring oxygen, hydro- 



gen and water vapor. 

[0118] The structure of the sensor of the present 
example is similar to that of the example 6 shown in Fig. 
11. In this example, a pump driven by a constant current 
will be described below. When the solid ion pump of the 
present invention is installed on the cathode side and 
the gas such as oxygen, hydrogen, etc. is moved by 
applying a constant current, the gas movement similar 
to that described in the case of the example 6 occurs 
basically. When the constant current is applied, the total 
movement amount of the gas can be maintained con- 
stant, and the amount of pumping can be controlled 
depending on the gas generated from the cathode of 
the sensor. Therefore, the concentration of the gas in 
the cathode chamber can be controlled easily, whereby 
hydrocarbon can be detected accurately. 
[01 1 9] The effect of oxygen on the output of the sen- 
sor of the present example was examined by using a 
gas similar to the atmosphere in the same way as that 
of the example 3. In the case of the present example, a 
constant current of 100 jiA was supplied to drive the 
solid ion pump in the direction of transferring oxygen 
from the outside to the cathode chamber and in the 
opposite direction of transferring oxygen from the inside 
to the external atmosphere. The output of the sensor 
was observed in the two directions. 
[01 20] Fig. 1 6 is a graph showing the results of exper- 
iments, that is. the relationship between the concentra- 
tion of butane and the output of the sensor, and also 
showing the output of a sensor not provided with the 
solid ion pump. Referring to this figure, it is found that 
the effect of oxygen in the atmosphere on the output of 
the sensor is unnoticeable at the time when the solid ion 
pump was driven. In addition, it is also found that the 
detection in the case of the constant current drive of the 
solid ion pump can be attained more accurately than 
that in the case of the constant voltage drive. 
[01 21 ] For these reasons, it is obviously found that the 
sensor provided with the solid ion pump of the present 
invention can stably detect hydrocarbon regardless of 
the presence or absence of oxygen. 

Example 8 

[01 22] The present example is an EM F-type hydrocar- 
bon sensor provided with an oxygen pump for transfer- 
ring oxygen. 

[01 23] Fig. 1 2 shows the structure of the sensor of the 
present example. The solid -electrolytic layer 3 for the 
sensor was formed of a sintered body of 
BaCeo 8 Dy 0 2 0 3 . a having a size of 10 x 10 mm and a 
thickness of 0.5 mm. On both sides of the layer, a hydro- 
carbon active electrode 21 and a standard electrode 41 , 
both being made of platinum, are mounted, one elec- 
trode on each side. Next, an oxygen pump for transfer- 
ring oxygen comprises a solid-electrolytic layer 50 made 
of zirconia including 8% of Y and a pair of platinum elec- 
trodes 51 , 52. The solid ion pump was then adhered to 
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the sensor device on the inactive electrode side thereof 
with an inorganic adhesive. 

[0124] This EMF-type hydrocarbon sensor was placed 
in an electric furnace maintained at 700°C, and the 
atmosphere in the furnace was adjusted. Current was 
supplied to the oxygen pump in the direction of supply- 
ing oxygen into the sensor device (by using the inner 
electrode 51 as a positive electrode and the outer elec- 
trode 52 as a negative electrode). The potential at the 
inactive electrode 41 was used as the potential at the 
standard electrode for oxygen, and the relationship 
between the concentration of butane and output EMF 
was examined. 

[01 25] A mixture gas of butane, nitrogen and 4% water 
was used as a gas to be measured in the test, and the 
concentration of oxygen was changed in the range of 0 
to 2%. The sensor was placed in an electric furnace 
maintained at 700°C, and the output of the sensor was 
examined when the concentration of butane was 
changed in the range of 0% to 1%. 
[0126] Fig. 17 shows the relationship between the 
concentration of the gas and EMF. Referring to the fig- 
ure, it is found that there is an obvious relationship 
between the concentration of butane in an atmosphere 
and EMF. Fig. 18 shows changes in the output EMF of 
the sensor at the time when the concentrations of the 
butane under measurement have two constant levels, 
i.e. 0.2% and 0.85%, and when the concentration of 
oxygen was changed repeatedly in the range of 0% to 
2%. 

[0127] Referring to Fig. 18, the EMF of the sensor 
decreases when oxygen enters the gas under measure- 
ment. It is assumed that this decrease is caused by the 
combustion of the hydrocarbon component and oxygen 
at the hydrocarbon active electrode 21 and that the con- 
centration of the hydrocarbon is thus decreased around 
the electrode. If the output of the sensor is decreased 
because the substantial concentration of the hydrocar- 
bon is decreased owing to the entry of oxygen, it is 
assumed that the sensor has no problem as a hydrocar- 
bon sensor in practical use. 

[0128] The concentration of hydrocarbon can be 
measured accurately when oxygen is very lean. For this 
reason, the sensor provided with the solid ion pump of 
the present invention requires no external standard 
electrode, and can stably measure hydrocarbon, 
regardless of the presence or absence of oxygen with- 
out requiring any external standard electrode. 
[0129] Platinum used as a metal for the electrodes in 
the Examples 4 to 8 provided with the above-mentioned 
ion pump, or other metals used instead of platinum, 
such as silver, gold and palladium, may be alloyed or 
mixed with other components. 

[01 30] Furthermore, the sol id -electrolytic layer and the 
diffusion rate determining layer can be formed by using 
appropriate methods, such as the application method, 
the vapor deposition method, the sputtering method and 
the chemical -vapor deposition method (CVD method). 



[01 31 ] Moreover, the current and voltage to be applied 
to the sensor are not limited to those used in the above- 
mentioned examples, and the operation temperature of 
the sensor can be determined appropriately. 

5 

Claims 

1 . A hydrocarbon sensor comprising a thin solid- elec- 
trolytic layer capable of conducting protons and 
w oxide ions and a pair of electrodes making contact 
with the surfaces of said solid- electrolytic layer, 
wherein a cathode, one of said pair of electrodes, is 
formed of an Al-containing metal layer. 

is 2. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 1, 
wherein the Al-containing metal layer mainly com- 
prises mainly Al and at least one selected from 
among Si, Sn, Zn, Ga, In, Cd, Cu, Ag, Ni, Co, Fe, 
Mn and Cr and their oxides. 

20 

3. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 1 or 2, 
wherein the Al-containing metal layer is a porous 
layer which is coated with an aluminum oxide film. 

25 4. The hydrocarbon sensor according to any one of 
Claims 1 to 3, further comprising a diffusion rate 
determining layer connected to the solid-electrolytic 
layer on the side of the anode. 

30 5. The hydrocarbon sensor according to any one of 
Claims 1 to 4, wherein the anode is formed of an 
Ag-containing layer. 

6. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 1, 
35 wherein the solid- electrolytic layer is made of a Ba- 

Ce-based oxide. 

7. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 6, 
wherein the solid-electrolytic layer includes a rare 

40 earth element as a third metal element in the Ba- 
Ce-based oxide. 

8. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 7, 
wherein the rare earth element is Gd. 

45 

9. The hydrocarbon sensor according to one of 
Claims 1 to 8, wherein the hydrocarbon sensor is 
heated to a temperature range of 300 to 800°C dur- 
ing operation of said sensor. 

50 

1 0. A hydrocarbon sensor comprising a thin sensor-use 
solid-electrolytic layer capable of conducting pro- 
tons and oxide ions, a pair of sensor-use electrodes 
formed on both sides of the solid- electrolytic layer, 

55 and a diffusion rate determining layer formed on the 
side of an anode of the pair of sensor-use elec- 
trodes, 

wherein a solid ion pump for transferring oxygen, 
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hydrogen or water is provided on the surface of the 
sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer on the side of a 
cathode which is the other electrode, between the 
cathode and an atmosphere under measurement. 

11. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 10, 
wherein the solid ion pump comprises a pump-use 
solid- electrolytic layer for covering the surface of 
the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer on the cath- 
ode side, and a pair of pump-use electrodes which 
is attached on the surfaces of the pump-use solid- 
electrolytic layer. 

12. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 10, 
wherein the solid ion pump transfers oxygen or 
hydrogen. 

1 3. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 1 1 or 
12, wherein the solid-electrolytic layer for the solid 
ion pump contains an oxide or mixed oxides includ- 
ing at least one element selected from among Zr, 
Ce, Bi, Ca, Ba and Sr. 

14. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 11, 
wherein the solid ion pump transfers oxygen and 
hydrogen simultaneously. 

15. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 11 or 
14, wherein the solid-electrolytic layer for the solid 
ion pump is made of an oxide including at least Ba 
and Ce. 

16. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 10, 
wherein the sensor-use solid- electrolytic layer is 
made of an oxide including at least Ba and Ce. 

17. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 11,13 
or 15, wherein a constant voltage is applied across 
the pair of electrodes on the pump-use solid-elec- 
trolytic layer to drive the solid ion pump. 

18. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 11,13 
or 15, wherein a constant current is applied across 
the pair of electrodes on the pump-use solid -elec- 
trolytic layer to drive the solid ion pump. 

19. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 10, 
wherein the cathode for the sensor is formed of an 
Al-containing metal layer. 

20. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 19, 
wherein the Al-containing metal layer mainly com- 
prises Al and includes at least one selected from as 
group containing Si, Sn, Zn, Ga, In, Cd, Cu, Ag, Ni, 
Co, Fe, Mn and Cr and their oxides. 

21. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 19 or 
20, wherein the Al-containing metal layer is a 



porous layer which is coated with an aluminum 
oxide film. 

22. An EMF-type hydrocarbon sensor comprising a 
5 sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer capable of con- 
ducting protons and oxide ions, and a pair of sen- 
sor-use electrodes formed on both sides of the 
solid-electrolytic layer, 

wherein said sensor further comprises a solid ion 
10 pump for supplying oxygen to any one of the sen- 
sor-use electrodes from a atmosphere to be meas- 
ured. 

23. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 22, 
is wherein the solid ion pump comprises a pump-use 

solid-electrolytic layer capable of conducting oxy- 
gen which covers the sensor-use solid-electrolytic 
to provide space over the sensor-use electrode, 
and a pair of electrodes attached on both sides of 
20 the pump-use solid -electrolytic layer. 

24. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 23, 
wherein the pump-use solid-electrolytic layer being 
made of an oxide including at least one element 

25 selected from a group containing Zr, Ce, Bi, Ba and 
Sr. 

25. The hydrocarbon sensor according to Claim 22, 
wherein the sensor-use solid-electrolytic layer is 

30 made of an oxide including at least Ba and Ce. 
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